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Christ, Our Redeemer and Ransom
Isaiah 59:20
By James Large

The word “redeemer”, in near-Eastern usage,
means “kinsman”; and it was the kinsman’s duty to
vindicate and befriend his relatives, and to be the avenger of
blood of such of them as were slain. For this office our Lord
qualified Himself by taking our nature. Thus he became our
kinsman, our near relative.

No sooner had Satan brought about man’s ruin than
His gracious intention was manifested, and our poor
dejected parents were comforted by a promise that, in due
time, there should be born One who should avenge the
whole race on their adversary, and punish that “murderer
from the beginning” (John 8:44), who “brought death into
the world and all our woe.” In two respects, man wants a
redeemer. First, he is under the curse of a broken law and
exposed to the penalty which that law enforces. Second, he
is in captivity to his lusts and passions, and in these chains
is led by Satan at his will.

In a dark prison cell there can be seen, by a ray of
light which struggles through the grating, a despairing
convict sitting on the cold ground and chained to a stone
pillar. He is condemned to death for breaking the laws.

But what if some kinsman, having interest with the
authorities, could get the sentence reversed? There is one
who will make the effort. There is a fine to be paid; he must
also be surety for the offender, and render certain other
services to the state in order to atone for the injury. The
ransom demanded is very great; but so was the crime of the
malefactor, and so is the love of the ransomer. Costly and
difficult as the conditions are, he is ready, on the day
appointed, to meet all the conditions required and to say,
“Deliver him from the prison, I have found a ransom.”

And so the condemned one receives his discharge,
and comes forth again to life, light, and liberty. Now the
benefactor who accomplished all this for him deserves, in a
very high sense, to be called his Redeemer.

But look at another picture. Two travelers along a
lonely road are set upon by a band of robbers. They are

made captives and are thenceforth doomed to a hard life.
Robbed of all and burdened with a chain, they are obliged
to do service to their hated masters who keep sharp watch
over them.

But they have one friend who cannot rest. He does
not tire until he has discovered the dreadful secret, and
traces them to their whereabouts. He ascertains the strength
and number of the lawless band, hires soldiers, plans a
surprise, comes upon them suddenly, and, overpowering
them with superior numbers, scatters the enemy and rides
off triumphantly with his rescued friends. That happy
deliverance is a redemption, and that friend is their
Redeemer. The first instance represents redemption by
price, the second redemption by power. And such is our
condition, that we need both combined. Let us look at the
second first.

I. Jesus Christ is a Redeemer by Power

We are captives. Satan, the tyrant, is our cruel jailer
and hard taskmaster, but he does not make our fetters.
Strange but true, the heavy chains wherewith he loads us
are formed by ourselves. Each separate sin is a link. And as
we go on sinning still, day by day, these countless links
twine themselves into chains of imperious habits which we
can in no wise break asunder. | say again, this dreadful
chain we forge for ourselves, and Satan stands ever at our
side, blowing the bellows for us, and helping us in the
fearful work.

Behold the intemperate man. His ruinous habit
grows by degrees. He never meant to become a drunkard,
but the dreadful habit crushed everything in its progress.
Away went money, business, health, until the mind itself
failed, and the soul sank forever. But can nothing save him
before it comes to that? Can he not throw off the dreadful
thing? Not he. Only Christ the Redeemer can rescue him.
And He will, too, if only the victim be honest and take hold
of the Savior’s proffered help in the way He prescribes.
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That is not the only sin wherewith Satan fetters
human souls. Alas, no. Their name is legion. Covetousness
grows in the same way; uncleanness, pride, selfishness,
envy. All these are alike fatal. And all are little rills at first,
but swell into rushing rivers in time; or, to return to the first
figure, each indulgence is a separate link, which multiplied,
forms by degrees chains of darkness, in which the miserable
soul is held fast until the judgment of the great day. We
enter into no abstract questions about what is or what is not
sin; but we say, these things have an aspect in the wrong
direction. There is a snake in the grass. Beware! Flee from
the beginnings of sin and sinful entanglements. Search and
see if any wrong habit is gaining on you, and abstain from
the very appearance of evil.

But wherever you are now, at the present
moment—by whatever evils ensnared—do not despair. Be
the sin that fetters your soul a thick cord or a thick chain,
here is One who can deliver you from this dangerous state
of things. Your frequent acts have become habits; your
habits have gained strength until they constitute a second
nature, impel you with a force you cannot resist, and set all
your resolutions at defiance. You have grown desperate,
and are tempted to say, “There is no hope; | have loved
strangers, and after them | will go!”” But must you thus
hopelessly resign yourself to destruction? Will you do this?
Is there no one who can “take the prey from the mighty and
deliver the lawful captive” (Is. 49:24)? O yes! Christ is a
Redeemer, mighty to save!

Go show your galling chain or fascinating snare to
Him. Confess your folly. Give Him your confidence. Put
the case entirely into His hands. Expect Him to break
asunder the links that bind you. He has done it for
multitudes. It is His business to preach deliverance to the
captives, and His delight to throw open prison doors to
them that are bound. He sees your despairing struggles,
waits for your application, and is willing to afford you aid.
Follow this course and you shall set your feet upon your
lust and say, “Rejoice not against me, O mine enemy!
Though I fall, I shall arise, and though I sit in darkness, the
Lord shall be a Light unto me” (Micah 7:8).

The first thing, however, is to get it forgiven, and,
blessed be God, there is no difficulty whatever about that.
There were infinite difficulties and obstacles
insurmountable except by Divine wisdom and power. But
Christ has taken them all out of the way, “having obtained
eternal redemption for us” (Heb. 9:12). How did he obtain
it? Not by power only, as we have said.

I1. Jesus Christ is a Redeemer by Purchase

You have this in many texts. “He gave Himself for
us” (Titus 2:14). “Ye are bought with a price” (1 Cor. 6:20).
The Church is “purchased with His own blood” (Acts
20:28). “The Son of Man came not to be ministered unto,

but to minister, and to give His life a ransom for many”
(Matt 20:28).

The doctrine taught in these expressions is assailed,
in the present day, on all sides; both by ridicule and by
sophistry. And many, from whom better things might have
been expected, have turned aside to “vain janglings” which
invalidate or explain it away. But we will cling to it while
we live, and glory in it when we die, and praise God for it
eternally in heaven. For this assailed doctrine is part of the
new song, and the celestial arches will never hear the last of
it. Through eternity they will echo to the chorus, “Worthy is
the Lamb, for Thou was slain and hast redeemed us to God
by Thy blood, out of every kindred, and tongue, and people,
and nation, and hast made us undo our God kings and
priests” (Rev. 5:9-10).

His was not a price paid to Satan the jailer, as some
scoffingly affirm that we mean, nor yet to God as a mere
expedient to show His hatred of sin and to secure His honor
in the releases of the condemned ones, as others somewhat
more reverently urge. How then? The death of Christ is a
real atonement for sin; a true and proper infliction of the
penalty of a broken but inflexible law; a true and proper
satisfaction to the unbending justice of a righteous
Lawgiver and Judge.

What is the law without the sanction of penalty?
Can you imagine such a thing? If no punishment is attached
to its infringement, the precept loses its character. It is no
longer a law. It is just a piece of good advice, which, if we
choose to follow, it is well. If not, we may expect the
offense will be overlooked. What would become of the
authority of God as the Sovereign of the world, if the law
merely said, “Do this” and did not add, “The soul that
sinneth, it shall die” (Ezek. 18:20)?

All have broken the precept, and incurred the
penalty. And Christ died for all, that by His death He might
discharge the claims of justice, render a sacrifice to
righteousness, and make the salvation of the redeemed a
just (and justifiable) salvation. We see not how it could be
justified on any other ground. The inspired apostle lays
down the law of the case thus: “without shedding of blood,
there is no remission of sin” (Heb. 9:22). Without a proper
ransom, it would not then have been right for God to grant a
release. And who shall be the judge of what constitutes a
true and proper ransom, if not God? Whether therefore men
will receive or reject Him, God hath set forth Jesus Christ to
be the only ransom and propitiation, through faith in His
blood.

I have somewhere read the story of a man, brought
up in a heathen community, becoming distressed in
conscience about his sins. He hears some vague reports of
certain statements made by a missionary who had traveled
that way, of a God who pays the debts incurred by
transgressors against the Divine law. He inquires further,
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but can get no satisfactory information. He undertakes a
long journey, asking still for the God who pays the sinner’s
debts. On he goes, still urging the same restless inquiry,
until one day he enters a place of worship, and hears the
glad Gospel announced of Jesus Christ, the sinner’s ransom.
The wanderer is overjoyed He has found the great secret.
The God that pays the sinner’s debt is “made unto him
Righteousness.”

From Two Hundred and Eighty Titles and Symbols of
Christ

James Large was a respected and accomplished minister in
late nineteenth-century England. As evidenced by his
precision and earnestness in Two Hundred and Eighty Titles
and Symbols of Christ (1888). Large was a dedicated
scholar and devout preacher of the Word. His
contemporaries included C.H. Spurgeon, Joseph Parker, and
F.B. Meyer, and he spoke and wrote in their rich homiletic
tradition.

Ten Hard Truths (and Sweet Reminders) about the Church—Part 2 of 2

By Joe McKeever

V1. The Key to Unity in the Church Is Submission

“Submit yourselves to one another in the fear of the
Lord” (Eph. 5:21). We submit ourselves to the Head of the
Church, the Lord Jesus, yes. But, just as tough and perhaps
even more irrational, we are required to submit to one
another.

Humility is a far bigger deal in the Lord’s plan than
it is within the Christian movement today. In fact, many of
the best-known preachers and denominational leaders
literally parade their pride and flaunt their oversized egos.
In doing so, they deny the Lord who had no place to lay His
head, and was among us as one who served.

To submit simply means to yield to the other
person. Suppose you and | disagree. After a full discussion,
| say, “Let’s do it your way.” Instantly, the decision is made
and the division is nipped in the bud. Two motorists meet in
the middle of a one-way bridge. The first leans out of his
window and yells, “I never back up for fools!”” The second
throws his car into reverse and calls, “I always do.”

Only the strong can submit; the weak will bull
forward, insisting on their own way. And, when they do, the
church grows steadily weaker and weaker for such
shenanigans.

Let the leadership of the Lord’s Church preach
unity and demonstrate submission to the congregation.
Pastors submit to their people when they respond to calls
for help, for counsel, for ministry, when they put the needs
of others before themselves. The congregation submits to its
leaders (see Hebrews 13:17) when members do not carp, do
not withhold their witness or praise or attendance or
offerings, but enthusiastically join in and follow their lead.

How hard it is to submit myself to someone who
seems undeserving. “Lord, help me to have the spirit of
Christin all 1 do.”

VII. Pastors and Elders Are Called by God—Appointed
as Overseers of the Church—While Deacons Are
Chosen by the Church as Servants of the Congregation

The first point—aoverseers—comes from Acts
20:28, and the second, this business of serving, comes from
Acts 6:1-7. The deacons are accountable both to the
congregation and the pastors and elders. The pastors and
elders are accountable to the congregation. All are
accountable to God, of course. Pastors and elders are God’s
point men, sent not to make the congregation happy but to
make them holy and healthy and to make God happy.

Deacons are more responsible than anyone else for
maintaining and protecting the unity of the church. If there
is a troublemaker or a rift in the congregation, they should
deal with it promptly, in love, in fairness, and in all
wisdom, being careful not to widen the breach or deepen
the anguish.

If pastors and elders are the point men, deacons ride
drag, bring up the rear, keep the congregation together, and
deal with trouble whenever it erupts.

How blessed | have been by strong, faithful pastors
and godly, humble deacons throughout my life. “Lord, help
me exhibit the same Christ-likeness to those who come
behind.”

VIII. There Will Always Be Conflicts and Challenges to
the Church, and That’s Not Always Bad

“There must be factions among you, in order that
those who are approved may have become evident among
you” (1 Cor. 11:19).

Every church needs a little conflict from time to
time. Every church will have its share of challenges. And if
it handles these wisely, a number of good things will
happen.

The church will draw the attention of the watching
world. Some will want to see you fail, while others will
watch to see if you live by the teachings of the Savior
whom you confess.

The challenge will test your mettle. Do you truly
believe the Word or is that just so much talk? Handle it well
and you will give the trouble-making devil a black eye.
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Handle it well and the difficult ones within the congregation

will receive valuable lessons never to be forgotten. Handle
it well, and outsiders will be attracted to Jesus Christ and
your ministry. Acts 6:7 is a great testimony to how this
works.

How enlightening it is to look back down the years
and see how the Lord has used the conflicts and stresses He
allowed into my life. “Lord, help me never to run from the
next problem that arises, but to look for Thy hand.”

IX. The Bible Intentionally Blurs the Line between the
Church Universal, Local, and Worldwide

All the saints across time and eternity make up the
Kingdom of God and therefore, His true church. The local
church, that congregation with which | am affiliated, is also
the church, as are the saints across the world who are
serving Jesus Christ at this moment.

Recently, as | was leading a deacons’ retreat for an
Alabama church, we were dealing with some of these
concepts. A man asked, “So, is the church this building or
the people?” | answered, “Strictly speaking, it’s the people.
However, this building is where the Lord’s people meet to
serve and teach and minister. So, it is no stretch to say that
whoever vacuums the floors is serving Jesus, whoever
mows the lawn is cutting the Lord’s grass, and whoever
cleans the toilets does this as unto the Lord Himself.”

If that blurred the line, so be it. A neglected house
of worship—it needs paint, the grounds need tending, the
acoustics are terrible—reflects poorly on the people, the
Lord, and our message.

There is a redundancy in our salvation. The Lord
saves us, the Holy Spirit indwells us, and He gives us an
entire family to help us live this life. He gives us the Bible
to guide us, opportunities to serve Him, challenges to grow
us, and faith to sustain us.

How wise we are to treasure every church that
honors Christ and preaches the Word. “Lord, help me to
bless every believer in Jesus | meet, no matter what
denomination they belong to.”

X. As a Living Organism, the Church Is Always
Growing, Changing, and in a State of Flux

“I will build my church,” Jesus said. He is
constantly at work in His Church.

A church is always changing. Someone joins and
the church grows; someone leaves and the church
diminishes. Someone begins reading his Bible regularly or
giving generously or sharing Christ with his neighbors and
the church gets stronger. Someone drops out of church or
neglects the Word or finds other things to do with his
money, and the church grows weaker.

I’m always amused by people who move to a new
city and set out to find a church like the beloved
congregation they just left. If given the opportunity, | tell
them, “There is no other church like that one. The Lord’s
churches are like your children, each one unique. And
furthermore, the church back home is not like it was, either.
When you moved away, that church changed. When other
people joined it, it changed again. It’s always changing.
And to ask the Lord to reproduce here in your new
neighborhood what He once did in the old one is to require
what He has never done and has no intention of doing
again.”

I tell them, “The Lord is trying to do a new thing in
your life. Don’t ask Him to repeat the old, former lessons.
Be open to the next stage He has for you.”

How hard it is to accept change and the new things
our leaders introduce. “Lord, help me to keep my eyes on
You, that | may serve and grow and be found faithful.
Father, help us to honor Your Church as we someday
expect to honor Your around the throne. For Jesus’ sake.
Amen.”

Joe McKeever is a retired Southern Baptist pastor from
New Orleans, Louisiana. He blogs regularly at
www.joemckeever.com.

Repentance or Healing?
By Shea Oakley

One of the keys to the Christian life is found in
learning to tell the difference between what we need to
repent of and what we need to be healed from. Every one
of us is both sinful and wounded. God’s solution to one
problem is not the same as His solution to the other, though
Christ is the source of both remedies. Too often believers
try to repent from something they struggle with when the
answer is God’s healing touch. Conversely, Christians
sometimes need to repent of some sin that they have passed
off as an affliction they are not responsible for. Only by

pursuing the discernment that the Lord wants to
progressively build into maturing believers can we come to
know which is which and act accordingly.

Sin is endemic to humanity. No matter how
downtrodden a person has been in life, no matter how
legitimately that person might be called a victim, the fact
remains that he or she is still a sinner. Contrary to the
common assumption of our “I’m OK, you’re OK” culture,
we are born neither good nor morally neutral. The Bible
(and, if we are truthful, our own experience) tells us that we
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are conceived in sin and, apart from the blood of Christ in
our lives, we are all rightfully condemned by our very
nature. This is true both in the involuntary and voluntary
sense. Human beings sin both because we are sinners and
because we will to keep sinning.

All of us must come to conscious repentance for
our rebellion against our Creator. This is true at the
beginning of the Christian life as well as in a progressive
sense. Repentance is both a one-time event and a continuing
one. Even after salvation we are still told to confess our sins
to God and each other and to have an attitude open to the
ongoing cleansing from sin that should take place
throughout our lives. This cleansing can only take place
with the help of the indwelling Holy Spirit, and we must co-
operate with Him.

That said the truth remains that even with
continuing repentance there are some afflictions of the soul
that are there because we have been undeservedly hurt.
When an adult dog that was constantly beaten as a puppy
flinches at any sudden movement by a human, we do not
blame the dog for being so sensitive. The animal needs to
be shown love over a long period in order to be healed from
the fear engendered by its earlier experience. In fact, the
dog may never be able to completely lose that tendency, but
a good owner will love and bear with it anyway. How much
more does God have mercy on His children who have been
abused through no fault of their own? For such a one His
desire is for healing, not repentance.

How then do we begin to learn to know the
difference between sins we must forsake and injuries we

need to be healed from? For one, we can ask God to show
us which is which through the prompting of His Spirit.
When we are not sure about a specific issue we can pray to
be shown the truth. Our fellow believers are another source
of help in effectively discerning if something is sin or
affliction. Often, someone who knows us well but has some
distance from our own subjectivity can accurately identify
what we are dealing with. If both the impressions of the
Spirit and the perception of others harmonize with God’s
Word, we can safely rely on the conclusions they give and
act accordingly.

Our God is not a God of confusion. His desire is
that we discover what we are dealing with and come to Him
for the solution. Whether we are in need of forgiveness or
mending the blood of Christ is that solution, for by His
death in our place we are forgiven and by His stripes we are
healed.

© Shea Oakley.
All Rights Reserved.

Converted from atheism in 1990, Shea Oakley has written
over 350 articles for electronic and print publications since
2002, including Disciple Magazine (and Pulpit Helps
Magazine), The Christian Herald, The Christian Post,
Christian Network and Crosshome.com. In 2003 he
graduated from Alliance Theological Seminary with a
Certificate of Theological Studies. Shea and his wife
Kathleen make their home in West Milford, New Jersey.

Exegetically Speaking—by Spiros Zodhiates

The Man with Two Souls
James 1:7-8

From Faith, Love & Hope: An Exposition of the Epistle of James, AMG Publishers, 1997.

“For let not that man think that he shall receive
anything of the Lord. A double minded man is unstable in
all his ways” (James 1:7-8).

James knew that the Christian of his day was full of
misconceptions as to what God was expected to do for him.
We, too, | am afraid, are full of such misconceptions. One
of these is the idea that once we believe on the Lord Jesus
Christ and become the children of God, He is under
obligation to give us whatever we ask of Him. That is not
s0, declares James. “For let not that man think that he shall
receive anything of the Lord.”

Who is the man to whom James is referring? He is
the man described in the previous verse, the man who is
torn asunder with doubts as to God’s ability to give him
victory in life and as to whether God’s way is after all the

best way. James speaks of such a man with great disdain.
There he is! He comes to a liberal God doubtingly and then
has the audacity to expect something from God. Let him not
even think or suppose or imagine that he will receive
anything.

The word “anything” cannot, of course, mean the
ordinary things of life, such as food and clothing, but rather
those things of which James spoke previously—ijoy,
patience, perfection, maturity, and wisdom. He speaks of
the attitudes and dispositions of the heart that are so
important in facing life’s trials and temptations. It is these
attitudes which treat trials as opportunities and calamities as
occasions for valor.

There are two possible results when a person
discovers his prayers are not answered. One is to blame
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God for it, and the other is to ask himself whether his
request is in the will of God. One day a lady was giving her
little nephew some lessons. He was generally a good,
attentive child, but on this occasion he could not fix his
mind on his work. Suddenly he said, “Auntie, may | kneel
down and ask God to help me find my marble?” His aunt
gave her consent, and the little boy knelt by his chair,
closed his eyes, and prayed silently. The next day, almost
afraid to ask the question lest the child had not found his
toy and so might lose his simple faith, the lady said to him,
“Well, dear, have you found your marble?” “No, Auntie,”
was the reply, “but God made me not want to.”

That is the way God many times answers our
prayers and thus rids us of the division within ourselves.
The struggle between His will and ours ceases, for our will
gets lost in His. We cannot always expect what we ask for,
but we can expect a change in our own desire, and when
that happens we shall see that everything we ask for will be
in faith, and since it will be in full accordance with His will,
it will be given to us. What a glorious truth is hidden in this
wonderful verse.

But let me go on to our next verse, which in the
King James Version reads: ‘A double minded man is
unstable in all his ways.” It is interesting that in the original
Greek there is no verb at all in this verse. Many times the
verb “is,” is understood in Greek. But | believe it should be
understood at the beginning of the verse rather than in the
middle. Referring back to the description of the doubting
man who is like the sea wave tossed and driven by the
wind, James gives a further characterization. He says that
he is “double-minded” and that he “is unstable in all his
ways.” Of course, it follows naturally that the double-
minded man is unstable, but both of these characterizations
refer to the doubter in prayer.

The word translated “double-minded” in Greek is
dipsuchos, which means “the one who has two souls.” One
personality, but two souls—this describes the person who
behaves in two diametrically opposite ways, according to
what is expedient. Do you realize that you can be a
Christian and be that way? God pity you if you are,
however. A woman, enlarging on her husband’s peculiar
changefulness, said, “At a theologically Liberal meeting

he’s a Liberal, and at a Conservative meeting he’s a
Conservative.” Someone asked, “But what is he at home?”’
She replied with emphasis, “He’s a perfect demon!” This
man James endeavors to describe is commonly known as a
hypocrite, a man with two souls using either one at will, but
let him be careful lest he be found not to have a soul at all.

Aesop, probably the most renowned writer of
myths, speaks in one of his fables about a time when the
beasts and the fowls were engaged in war. The bat tried to
belong to both parties. When the birds were victorious, he
would wing around telling everyone that he was a bird,;
when the beasts won a fight, he would walk around assuring
everyone that he was a beast. But soon his hypocrisy was
discovered, and he was rejected by both the beasts and the
birds. He had to hide himself, and now he can appear
openly only by night. You cannot hold onto the world with
one hand and on to the Lord with the other. If you do, you
will enjoy neither the world nor the Lord.

A house divided against itself cannot stand, was the
verdict of the Master, and that is exactly what James
reaffirms here.

The next characterization of the man is that he is
“unstable in all his ways.” The Greek word translated
“unstable” comes from a compound verb which means “one
who is never able to settle down.” Have you ever met a
person like that? He never makes up his mind. It is only
natural, therefore, that he is never settled in his physical
self, either. I know someone like that. He has no family, he
has no home life, he has nobody but himself to live with.
Every time he decides to get married, he will fearfully look
into the future and be afraid and change his mind. Because
he is a double-minded man, he not only hurts himself but
also some dear soul whom he deprives of companionship.

Resolve to stand on solid ground. Determine what
you are going to do, and do it without fear. Remember that
“underneath are the everlasting arms.”

Spiros Zodhiates (1922-2009) served as president of AMG
International for over 40 years, was the founding editor
of Pulpit Helps Magazine (Disciple’s predecessor), and

authored dozens of exegetical books.

Words to Stand You on Your Feet—by Joe McKeever

10 Things We Know about the Pastor down the Road

You’re pastoring a church, have your hands full,
and struggling to balance all the expectations put on you by
the Lord, your congregation, your family, the community,
and yourself.

Every day on your way to the church office you
pass several other churches, some larger than yours and

some smaller, some seeming to thrive and others that seem
to have trouble keeping their doors open. Sometimes you
think about stopping and introducing yourself to the pastor
of that church nearest you.

But you don’t. You’re too busy, you tell yourself.
And besides, he might see you as the competition and not
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want to become friends. Anyway, you don’t have room in
your life for another frustrating relationship, so you let it
go.

It’s a shame. You would love to know that pastor
and he could benefit so much from knowing you. Here are
10 things we know for certain (well, okay, let’s make it
95% certain; as the old expression goes: “Every rule has its
exceptions, including this one”) about that pastor:

1) He has his hands full trying to pastor his people
also. That is true whether his congregation is made up of 50
people or 500.

2) He needs your prayers. The least you can do for
him—and perhaps the best—is to lift him to the Father as
you drive past his church.

3) He is probably married to a woman who loves
the Lord but feels inadequate for the expectations put on her
as a pastor’s wife. In most cases, the expectations are her
own and not from the membership, but not always.
Sometimes church families can be demanding of the
minister’s wife. Unless she is strong and determined and
married to a supportive husband, the burden can overwhelm
her.

4) He and his wife need encouragement. Of this
one, | am dead sure the percentage is one-hundred. There
are no exceptions.

5) That pastor lives in a world of unfinished tasks.
He goes to bed at night thinking of someone else he should
have called, a sermon he needs to be working on, a program
that needs leadership, a burden that needs addressing. If he
cannot turn off his pastoral-engine, put all that aside with
the Lord, and rest his mind and body, he’s not going to
make it in the ministry.

6) He feels guilty that his prayer life (not to say
perhaps his sermon preparation or his pastoral visitation or
his administrative skills!) is not what it should be. “We do

not know how to pray as we should,” said Paul in Romans
8:26. It’s a cinch the rest of us don’t, if Paul didn’t.

7) He needs more exercise, more money, and more
laughter in his life.

8) He would love to meet you for a cup of coffee. |
suggest you not have an agenda other than a 15-minute visit
to get to know one another. You’ll know after a few
minutes if you want to meet him again on another day.

9) His wife would love for you and your wife to
invite them for coffee the next time. No agenda, just
visiting. The wives will find a hundred things they have in
common, including the two men in the room!

10) You and he have a lot to offer each other, but
nothing will ever get done if you don’t take the initiative
and call him.

We’ve all watched enough nature shows to know
when the roaring lion begins searching for his next meal, he
does not take on the whole herd at once. He’s looking for
the loner, the animal too sickly or elderly or headstrong or
stupid to stay up with the others. Once he finds that one
isolated out there by itself, he has his next meal.

Satan knows if he can keep churches in isolation
and pastors working alone without the fellowship of
kindred hearts and the encouragement we can offer one
another, he has weakened us and limited our ministries and
won a victory of sorts.

Let’s honor Christ by honoring His servants. Let’s
reach out and encourage one another, pastors. Some of the
best friends | have had in my long ministry began as
neighboring pastors down the street.

Joe McKeever is a retired Southern Baptist pastor from
New Orleans, Louisiana. He blogs regularly at
www.joemckeever.com.

Living out the Living Word—>by Justin Lonas

Reproof, Correction and Training in Righteousness
2 Timothy 3:10-17

Opening chapter 3 of 2 Timothy, Paul warns his
disciple that “in the last days difficult times will come”
(3:1). These difficulties, he writes, are manifest in the
increase of man’s sin (3:2-5) and the proliferation of false
teachers who are forever nipping at the Church’s weakest
members (3:6-7). Though such false teachers arrogantly
assume they have bested God in knowledge and power,
their folly is always exposed in the end (3:8-9). In the
second half of the chapter, Paul continues this thought,
giving himself as an example and issuing Timothy a firm
challenge to stand fast and do his duty as a faithful follower
of Christ and leader of the Church.

“Now you followed my teaching, conduct, purpose,
faith, patience, love, perseverance, persecutions, and
sufferings, such as happened to me at Antioch, at Iconium
and at Lystra; what persecutions | endured, and out of them
all the Lord rescued me!” (3:10-11). This transition could
just as easily read “But you know better,” as Paul is
drawing a contrast between these false teachers and
Timothy’s own ministry. The word translated “followed”
hereisp a r a k o Jwbich givesahe sense that Timothy
had carefully watched Paul’s life and ministry to conclude
his trustworthiness. This same Greek word is used by Luke

to attest the truth of his testimony to Theophilus: “...h-av i n g
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investigatee ver yt hi ng
(Luke 1:3). Paul knew his own testimony had been a
tremendous influence on Timothy’s faith, and he offers it
again as evidence of the truth of the Gospel.

Paul often used this exhortation in his letters. In
Philippians 3:17 he writes: “Brethren, join in following my
example, and observe those who work according to the
pattern you have in us.” In 1 Corinthians 11:1 he says “Be
imitators of me, just as | also am of Christ.” Here, he calls
Timothy’s attention to his conduct and teaching—Timothy
had travelled and ministered with Paul across the region and
witnessed firsthand the passion and righteousness of Paul’s
preaching. He also watched Paul’s persecution for the faith.
Recall that Timothy was from Lystra (Acts 16:1-2), and his
discipleship with Paul began during Paul’s second journey
there. It is quite possible that Paul’s willingness to suffer for
the sake of the Gospel during his first trip (recorded in Acts
14) was a profound influence on Timothy’s conversion,
hence why Paul mentions his persecutions in these cities
specifically.

Paul’s recollection of this persecution causes him to
exult in the Lord’s preserving him through the fire and
praising Him for the good God brought from it. Just as the
folly of false teachers will always be exposed, so the
suffering of the faithful will ultimately be vindicated. In
fact, Paul writes, suffering is a mark of faithfulness:
“Indeed, all who desire to live godly in Christ Jesus will be
persecuted” (3:12). Implicit in Paul’s wording is that a
Christian who is not persecuted is either not walking in
obedience or is not in Christ at all. This should sober us.
Many of us would, | fear, compromise the faith
embarrassingly quickly in the face of persecutions much
lighter than what Paul endured. He challenges us to stand
firm, to expect persecution, and to accept it as a purifier of
our devotion. Peter echoes this, even telling us to rejoice in
persecution (1 Pet. 4:12-14), as does James (James 1:2-4).

Moreover, Paul writes that we should also expect
our persecutors to grow more and more debased and
aggressive toward Christ: “But evil men and impostors will
proceed from bad to worse, deceiving and being deceived”
(3:13). It should not surprise us in the least when our
conviction and commitment to Christ and His Word are
hated by the world.

As | write, the flashpoint of the day in our culture is
the acceptance and establishment of homosexuality as a
social good. Christians who oppose this shift on the basis of
God’s revealed Word are increasingly reviled and shut out
of the mainstream. This should surprise none of us, in light
of Paul’s warning here. Many Christians, though, stagger
with shock, while others trip over themselves to jettison the
Bible in order to be loved and accepted once again by the
world. Whatever comes, it is good for us to feel the world’s
ire and to be forced to choose who we will serve. Paul’s

car ef u’l | yadvice toTmothyrhere (ib adfigsticeamtary Rorgan.cultural

context even more decadent and godless than today’s West)
should help shape our Christ-like response to this and the
challenges yet to come.

Paul again draws a contrast between the world’s
thoughts and ways and those of the Church. He hones in on
Timothy’s own faith and understanding: “You, however,
continue in the things you have learned and become
convinced of, knowing from whom you have learned them,
and that from childhood you have known the sacred
writings which are able to give you the wisdom that leads to
salvation through faith which is in Christ Jesus™ (3:14-15).

He reminds Timothy that the truth he has come to
believe was taught to him—sin and falsehood come
naturally, to us, truth does not. Timothy didn’t just learn by
rote, but he was convinced of the truth, presumably after
careful study and evaluation. Paul again puts his own
trustworthiness forward as an intensifier, as he was the one
“from whom [Timothy] learned them.” He goes even
further, alluding (as in 1:5) to Timothy’s exposure to
Scripture through the faithfulness of his mother and
grandmother from long before he met Paul. He connects
these two influences in the common ground of “the sacred
writings,” affirming Scripture’s “living and active” (Heb.
4:12) nature. It is through this Word that Timothy and all
believers are made wise to saving faith—all of it, Old
Testament (to which Paul refers here) and New, points to
Christ.

Expanding on this exhortation to Timothy to
continue in learning from God’s Word, Paul writes: “All
Scripture is inspired by God and profitable for teaching, for
reproof, for correction, for training in righteousness; so
that the man of God may be adequate, equipped for every
good work” (3:16-17). This passage is often quoted and
taught on, and with good reason. False teachers from Satan
on down have challenged whether the truth we hold to is
really theopneustos, breathed out by God. Witness the
serpent’s question, “l ndeed, h a’s(Gea8s:1.
Since we learn of the truth of salvation from Scripture, if
any piece of it were the ramblings of a man, the reliability
of the whole message would be in doubt.

Because all of the Word proceeds directly from
God (through the pens of men, 2 Peter 2:21 says), Paul tells
us it can be trusted to teach us the way of salvation and also
the pattern of God-honoring conduct. It is for teaching, that
we may know God’s will and ways. It is for reproof, that
our sins are convicted, leading us to repentance. It is for
correction, turning us from error back to the truth. It is for
training in righteousness, that we might be molded into
the image of Christ. The Word completes us, restoring the
programming of God’s design for us that we might again
know and do His will.
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In light of these wondrous truths about Scripture,
Paul has just one command for Timothy and for church
leaders everywhere: “preach the Word” (4:2). The Bible is
endowed with God’s own voice and power, and the calling
of every believer is to speak and teach the Word. If we fill
our conversations, lessons, and sermons with our own
words, we are caging the very lion that subdues error and
gives authority to our message. Rebuking false teachers or

encouraging our fellow believers with anything other than
the inspired Word completely undermines our efforts. As
we will see in chapter 4, the world will not listen to our
reason, so we must speak prophetically with God’s truth
and trust Him with the outcome.

Justin Lonas is editor of Disciple Magazine for AMG
International in Chattanooga, Tennessee.

Following God—by Wayne Barber

Snakes around the Water

Editor’s note: We mentioned in May that Wayne has
decided to bring His “ Following God” column to an end
after 15 faithful years. We are pleased to announce that we
should have a new columnist to introduce to you beginning
with the August issue. Stay tuned!

Originally published in Pulpit Helps, September 2008.

Years ago | was asked to speak at a youth retreat
held in late spring at a campground in Mississippi. While |
was there the leaders of the retreat told me that they wanted
me to help them get rid of the “cottonmouth water
moccasins” that infested the lake that would be used by
children and youth coming for summer camp. Three of us
got into a canoe after dark one night and set out to wage
war against the cottonmouths.

I am six feet and seven inches tall and weigh a good
270 pounds. They put me into the middle of the canoe and
the other two men, neither of whom was small, took the
front and the rear of the canoe respectively. We were a
comical sight. I had a twenty gauge double barrel shotgun
and the man who sat behind me had a pistol (which |
wished he had told me he had) and the man in the front just
had a paddle and prayer.

We sat very still about ten feet from the bank in the
shallow water. After about fifteen minutes we turned on a
spotlight and what we saw put chills up my spine. You see,
the cottonmouth is not very long, but is about the size of a
tea glass in the middle. When its mouth is open, it is cotton
white and you can’t mistake its vengeful and poisonous
attitude. We saw in the light of the spotlight cottonmouths
everywhere we looked. They were in the bushes; swimming
around the edge of the lake; and lying on the shore near the
water. | used to fish at night from the bank on these lakes
and what | saw changed my mind forever.

When they saw us they immediately came toward
us, as they are not timid creatures. We killed 14 of these
poisonous snakes in about 45 minutes. | remember one of
these snakes swimming towards us and | couldn’t see the
end of the barrel of the shotgun to get a shot. Both men

were saying “Shoot! Shoot!”” and finally the man behind me
fired his pistol and killed the snake just before it entered our
canoe. My ears are still ringing from the unexpected noise.
I want to use this as an illustration. You see, false
teachers, like these snakes, prey on believers who will not
go into the deep waters of God’s Word. They lurk around
so-called Christians who do not live in God’s Word and
who play games with Christianity. They could be parents
who think that soccer is more important to their child than
teaching them God’s Word. They might be husbands who
would rather hunt or fish than give God’s Word the time of
day, etc. Jude, in his little epistle warns believers of these
dangerous false teachers who were out to steal the minds of
those who were not willing to go deeper into God’s Word.
Their character, or should | say the lack of it, that
Jude describes tells us the whole story of who these false
teachers really are, even though they parade as teachers of
Truth. Someone told me years ago that we should read a
person’s life before we read his book. This would apply
certainly to these false teachers. In Jude 4-11, he describes
them as ungodly persons; who turned the grace of God into
licentiousness; who refused Jesus Christ as their Lord and
Savior; who based their false doctrine on dreams and
visions instead of the Word of God; who defiled their flesh
in sinful living; who rejected any authority in their lives;
who blatantly reviled even angelic majesties; who did not
understand the seriousness of what they were doing; and
who lived as animals with no limits to their immoral sinful
behavior. He compared them to Cain, who thought and
cared only for himself; to Balaam who did what he did for
profit; and to Korah who knew no authority but his own.
Jude’s imagery, which was inspired by the Holy
Spirit, pictures their total ineptness in verses 12 and 13.
Let’s look at how void they are of anything that would have
any substance to it. He says in verse 12 that “these are the
men who are hidden reefs” [“spots,” KJV; “blemishes,”
NIV] in the church’s love feasts. The word is spilds, in the
Greek. It refers to a rock or sandbank hidden beneath the
surface of the water which can cause sea vessels to be
shipwrecked. When it is used figuratively, as it is here, it
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refers to these men’s false message that can cause one’s
faith in our Lord Jesus Christ to end up shipwrecked. Paul
seemed to have this in mind when he said to Timothy in 1
Timothy 1:19: “keeping faith and a good conscience, which
some have rejected and suffered shipwreck in regard to
their faith.”

Obviously, these hidden reefs are not seen at first
glance. “These are the men who are hidden reefs in your
love feasts when they feast with you without fear, caring for
themselves” (Jude 12). The term “love feasts” comes from
the root word for love, agape. These love feasts seem to
refer to the evening meal that the believers in the early
church would eat before they actually celebrated the Lord’s

Supper. These immoral and corrupt false teachers had no
fear when they showed up for these sacred celebrations and
involved themselves with the people. They stained the
whole time together for the believers and had no fear of
anyone in what they did. These false teachers only fed
themselves at the expense of others.

We must be so careful of these false teachers and
understand that they have nothing of any substance in their
messages. How susceptible are you?

Wayne Barber is senior pastor of Woodland Park Baptist
Church in Chattanooga, Tennessee.

Points to Ponder—by David L. Olford
The Truth for All Nations

Originally published in Pulpit Helps, March 20009.

Text: “Righteousness exalteth a nation: but sin is a
reproach to any people” (Proverbs 14:34).

Thought: Perhaps no verse in the entire Bible
speaks to the constitution and condition of a nation like this
one. And yet, by some ingenious, satanic design, morality
has seldom been sufficiently applied to politics. Men have
yet to learn that what is wrong in the individual is equally
wrong in society. King Solomon wrote these words out of a
rich experience of government and glory, and we need to
heed the implications of this deeply significant statement if
we would know the reign of righteousness in personal and
national life. Observe.

I. The Reputation of a Nation

“Righteousness exalteth a nation.” It does not take
much thinking to reach the conclusion that a nation is made
up of leaders and members with corresponding

responsibilities. Certain moral obligations rest upon leaders.

Their first considerations should be the security of the
people they govern, and through wise leadership they
should work for harmony and peace. Leaders must set a
good example, both by their beliefs and behavior, and seek
to recapture a new sense of integrity in the nation. As with
the accountability of the national leadership, individual
citizens likewise have a responsibility toward those who
have the rule over them. They are to pray for them and to
respect their office, regardless of party affiliation.

I1. The Ruination of a Nation
“Righteousness exalteth a nation: but sin is a
reproach to any people.” No one can read history without

being impressed, as well as shaken, with the rise and fall of
nations throughout the centuries. If you were to analyze the
cause of such collapse they would amount to three
important principles.

First, a nation is ruined when it fails in its
dependence on God. When we change our motto from “In
God we trust” to “In man we trust” we are lost; for the
Scriptures teach conclusively that “vain is the help of man”
(Psalm 60:11).

Furthermore, a nation is doomed to ruination and
damnation when it fails to obey God. The Bible teaches
quite clearly that “there is no power but of God; the powers
that be are ordained of God” (Romans 13:1); and both
leaders and members of any given nation are accountable
and responsible to the laws of God, as revealed in the Word
of God and taught by the church of God.

Finally, a nation is ruined when it fails in its
repentance to God. The Bible says: “The wicked shall be
turned into hell and all the nations that forget God” (Psalm
9:17). Although we have a God of judgment and wrath, He
is likewise a God of grace and mercy. Where there is true
repentance, there is forgiveness, blessing and favor.

Thrust: If we love our nation and desire God’s best
for it, let us take the first step toward repentance by yielding
our own lives to the changing power of Christ; let us
remember that only as the individual is transformed can
society be changed.

David L. Olford teaches expository preaching at Union
University’s Stephen Olford Center in Memphis,
Tennessee.
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Jewels from Past Giants

Exposition of Romans Chapter 2—Part 1 of 2
By Martin Luther

What follows are Luther’s notes on the chapter, with the
text of Scripture interspersed with his commentary, from
Lectures on Romans. This version is translated by Walter
G. Tillmanns.

In Romans 2, the Apostle Paul refutes the faults of
the Jews (who know God’s Law), saying that, as far as their
guilt is concerned, they are the same as the Gentiles and in a
certain respect even worse.

l. Verses 1-2

Therefore, since those who act in this way [in the
manner of sin Paul describes in Romans 1] are worthy of
death, it follows that “you have no excuse,” just as if you
nevertheless believe that you are convicted by your own
verdict. O man, whoever you are, outside of Christ and not
yet spiritual, who judge, no matter how well or even better
you do things than they and therefore judge them. For in
whatever, namely, in some special evil thing, “you judge
another,” reckon him to be an evil person, “you condemn
yourself,” although you may not share the same sin, yet,
because, this gives the reason, “you who judge are doing
the very same things,” although not all the things, some of
the things mentioned above. For the judge must above all be
innocent of the things which he judges in others.

“For we know that the judgment of God,” but not
your judgment, although it may agree with His, namely,
that they are worthy of death, “is according to truth,” for it
is itself unchangeable truth, “against those who do such
things,” for He is the only one who does not do what He
judges, that is, He is the only true judge.

I1. Verses 3-4

“Do you suppose,” such a presumptuous thought,
“O man,” you who are wise carnally and in the ways of
men, “that when you judge those who do such things,” the
above-mentioned vices, “and yet do them yourself,” that is,
similar things, “you will escape the judgment of God?” It is
as if he were saying: “No, because upon the same evil
works the same judgment will be pronounced.”

“Or do you despise,” as if you were not in need of,
“the riches,” the abundance, “of His goodness” with which
He does good to you assiduously and is always ready to
forgive evil, “and patience,” with which He endures your
many great vices, “and longsuffering,” which waits
patiently for you slow improvement. “Do you not know,”
He is so rich toward you not so that you may sin more

freely and longer but that you should come to repentance
the more quickly, “that God’s kindness leads you to
repentance,” not to an increase of your sins. But like
perverse people, we abuse it the more to the contrary.

I11. Verses 5-8

“But by,” that is, through “your hard and
impenitent heart you are storing up,” heaping up, “for
yourself wrath,” the punishment of the wrath of God, “on
the day of wrath,” the Last Day, “and of the revelation,”
when everything will be revealed and will remain thus
revealed forever, and “of the just judgment of God,” which
will stand forever. “Who will render” at that time “to every
man,” to the good and to the evil, “according to his works,
to those,” that is, the good men, “who, by patience in well-
doing,” that is, through patience in good works “seek for
glory,” that is, for renown and praise, by working faithfully
and by living a holy life “and honor and incorruption” in
body and soul, “eternal life,” not the vanity of this world.

“But to those,” to the evil and impious, “who are
contentious,” who do not know patience but assiduously
fight against one another, “and do not obey,” believe, or do
not want to be persuaded to believe “the truth” in an
evangelical way, “but obey” because they seem wise and
just to themselves, like the Jews (according to the
righteousness of their forefathers), or simply because the
Gospel does not seem true to them, as in the case of the
Gentiles, “wickedness,” injustice, and things contrary to the
truth of faith, “wrath and indignation,” that is, the effects of
wrath and indignation, which are not in God but in the
creature to be punished.

1V. Verses 9-11

“There will be tribulation and distress,” by which a
man is held tight so that he cannot escape, “for every soul of
man who does evil,” but he does evil who is outside of faith,
as is revealed below, no matter how great his work may be,
“the Jew first,” because to them everything was told first,
“and also the Greek,” that is, the Gentiles. “But glory,”
praise, as explained above, “and honor,” reverence, “and
peace,” both inwardly and outwardly, “for everyone who
does good,” but no good work is done except in faith, “the
Jew first, and also the Greek.” The Jew and also the Greek
because “there is no respect of persons with God,” namely,
for punishing both Jews and Gentiles less or more.

V. Verses 12-13
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“All who have sinned,” as Gentiles, “without the
Law,” namely, the written law, that is, all people who exist
and are living, “will also perish,” will be condemned
“without the Law,” such a law, even though they did well
according to another law, one in their hearts, “and all who
have sinned,” like the Jews, living “under the Law, will be
judged,” condemned, by the Law,” which they have known
and accepted.

“For not the hearers of the Law,” like those who
say: “Lord, in Your name we have prophesied” (Matt. 7:22).
Such are also those who do the works of the Law, but not
willingly, therefore they do not do them. They “are
righteous before God,” that is, are considered righteous by
God, “but the doers,” who are the only ones who have the
grace that conquers the evil will, “of the Law will be
justified,” they will be considered righteous before God.

VI. Verses 14-16

“For when the Gentiles,” whom he has described
above as being “without the Law,” “who have not the Law,”
namely, the written law, “do by nature,” only by nature and
not by tradition, as the Jews do, “those things,” the works,
“which are of the Law,” given or written, “even though they
do not have the Law, they are a law to themselves,” that is,
they can instruct themselves without the instruction of such
a law.

“They show,” prove to others through their
performance outwardly and to themselves inwardly, “that
the work of the Law,” that is, the law of doing such works,
“is written,” namely, with the finger of God, “on their
hearts.” By nature and indelibly the law of nature is
imprinted on their minds, “while their conscience bears
witness to them,” a good witness about the good works and

an evil witness about the evil works. How? They show it
through their conscience now to themselves and in the Last
Judgment before God, “and that among themselves,”
mutually against each other, in turn, this is exposition of
what has been said: what the conscience is which bears
witness, “their thoughts,” by which they interpret
themselves to themselves, what sort of people they are,
“accuse,” in the things they have done wrong, “or also
defend them,” in the things they have done well.

“On the day,” against the day, that is, these things
all are done now and take place now so that they may be
judged then according to them, “when God will judge the
secrets of men,” the sins which are not known to men, that
is, even their innermost thoughts, “according to my
Gospel,” that is, that which is preached by me, “by Jesus
Christ.” For He will be the judge because of His likeness of
men, that He may be seen by all.

Martin Luther (1483-1546), was a German Catholic priest
and theologian who challenged the established Roman
Catholic Church over the sale of indulgences and many
other distortions of Scripture and abuses of power, setting
off the Protestant Reformation. His list of grievances,
known as the 95 Theses, were nailed to the church door in
Wittenburg, Germany, on October 31, 1517. Luther worked
tirelessly to teach God’s Word to his people, translating the
Bible into German, preaching, writing hymns, and
publishing numerous popular theological works and
commentaries on the entire Bible. Because of his courage
and faithfulness, his influence on the history of the Church,
and indeed, the Western world, is difficult to overstate and
his legacy continues to impact believers across the globe.

Counselor’s Corner—by James Rudy Gray

Tools Can Aid, but Never Replace the Word

Originally published in Pulpit Helps, October 2007.

Counselors may use tests, books, exercises, etc., to
help in the counseling they do. There are so many good
tools which can excellent resources for Christian counselors
today. Still, Christian counselors must be firmly rooted in
and committed to the authority of God’s Word in the
counseling process. Good tools can help, but they should
never supplant the Word of God itself.

In 2006, over $750 billion worth of self-help books
were sold. Yet we still have an epidemic level of emotional,
mental, physical, and spiritual distress. A movement that is
making quite an impact in the counseling world is the new
“positive psychology.” According to Drs. Archibald Hart
and Catherine Hart Webber, it is an approach that

emphasizes “new strategies for developing human
potentials, motives, capabilities, and strategies.” It is a
movement that is more about what is good than what is
wrong.

Counseling typically involves some type of
diagnostic procedure. We may not actually call it
diagnosing, but every counselor usually tries to determine
what is wrong with a troubled or distressed person. The
Diagnostic and Statistical Manual (DSM) has been the
handbook that most professionals turn to for help in making
a diagnosis. Positive psychology has now introduced its
own handbook called Character Strengths and Virtues
Handbook (CSV). As Hart and Webber note, it is “the first
attempt to identify and classify positive character traits for
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psychological health, not negative traits or psychological
illness.”

There is even an instrument (test) created by the
positive psychology movement called the “VIA Signature
Strength Survey.” It consists of 240 questions which
purport to measure 24 character strengths and virtues.

This is all good news and this new instrument and
handbook may prove to be very beneficial for Christian
counselors. However, the best book of virtues and character
strengths is still the Bible. Christian counseling may be
impacted by positive psychology in some very constructive
ways, but the greatest influence on Christian counseling
should be the Word of God itself. Within the pages of the
Bible we have unerring truth. No book or instrument
created by man can match that standard.

Many Christians today are stressed, depressed,
anxious, nervous, angry, frustrated, discouraged, and
hurting in so many different ways. We can diagnose a
disorder by observing a cluster of symptoms. But how do

we help the person grow and change in ways that are right
and godly? Right thinking is good but it is not enough.
Right thinking must be married to genuine faith in a very
real God and honest trust in His unerring Word.

Some truths can be discovered in various ways and
in different places. But the Word of God is the truth. Jesus
prayed, “Sanctify them in truth; Your Word is truth” (John
17:17). A Christian counselor may use tools other than the
Bible to help in his or her counseling. However, the
principle that we must always keep in mind is that the Word
of God is our anchor, our authority, and our standard.

James Rudy Gray is certified as a professional counselor by
the National Board for Certified Counselors, and is a
member of the American Association of Christian
Counselors. He serves as the editor of The Baptist Courier,
the official newspaper of the South Carolina Baptist
Convention.

The Story behind the Song—Dby Lindsay Terry

“Can You Present another Song?”
Song: “I Exalt Thee”

“For thou, Lord, art high above all the earth: thou
art exalted far above all gods” (Ps. 97:9).

Pete Sanchez was born in Houston, Texas, in 1948,
to Bonnie and Pete Sanchez, Sr. He was one of eight
children, and music became important to Sanchez early in
life. He said, “I grew up in a broken and disadvantaged
Hispanic home. The church became a refuge for me. A kind
church organist took me under her wing and encouraged
me. | started learning to play the piano at about age
seventeen.”

Pete is now the dean of education for Integrity
Worship Institute. In an interview in late 2001, I asked
Pastor Sanchez to tell me just how he came to write his very
popular song.

“It was during one of those quiet times with the
Lord that | came across a rather obscure verse, when
thinking of the whole body of the Psalms, Psalm 97-9, ‘For
thou, LORD, art high above all the earth: thou art exalted
far above all gods.’ I wrote a tune so that | could sing those
words.

“In 1975, during my quiet sessions with the Lord, |
would often sit at the piano and sing the first half of what is
now the song ‘I Exalt Thee.” Each time | worshiped him in
that manner, that song would come out. | often sensed that
something was lacking at the end of the song, but I didn’t
know just what. But | seemed to be content with what the
Lord had already given me. After all, I was the only one

hearing or singing it, nor was | concerned that anyone else
would ever hear it.

“The following year, sometime in the spring, | was
waiting one Sunday morning for my wife to finish getting
dressed for church. As was my habit, | sat down at the
piano and began to sing. This time, as | got to the end of my
song, | stepped into ‘another room.” A new chorus for the
song was given to me. | knew as | began to sing it that
something special was taking place in my life. It was a very
powerful moment.

“When I finished it, | thought, ‘Well, something
just happened, but I don’t know just what.” | continued to
think that the song was only for me, for my private times
with the Lord, so I didn’t mention it to anyone else. My
wife, Karen, and | went on to the New Testament Baptist
Church in Houston that morning. As things happen that are
orchestrated by God, when | reached the church, | was
asked to present some special music, so | sang ‘I Exalt
Thee.” It had a profound effect on the congregation, which
really surprised me.

“l didn’t sing it again until a few weeks later when |
was asked to attend a songwriters conference in Mississippi.
Each of the songwriters, and there were about thirty-five of
us, were asked to present three of our songs. | was the last
person to present a song. | presented two of my ‘well-
written’ compositions, and the people politely clapped and
seemingly expressed some appreciation.
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“l was then asked, ‘Do you have another song you
could present?’ The only fresh thing | had was ‘I Exalt
Thee.” | began to sing my new song, much like the two
previous songs, with no visible response. But when | came
to the chorus, it was like someone had set off a bomb in the
room. People jumped to their feet and sang with their full
voices, many of them with their hands in the air. | had never
intended to share it except, perhaps, on some special
occasion.”

One of the greatest blessings concerning his song
that has come to Pete Sanchez, Jr. was when he heard a tape
recording of a Francis Schaeffer conference overseas.

People were singing “l Exalt Thee” in ten different
languages all at the same time.

When we come into the presence of the Lord to
praise and exalt him, he brings joy and strength into our
lives. “In thy presence is fulness of joy” (Ps. 16:11). “The
joy of the LORD is your strength” (Neh. 8:10).

© 2008 by Lindsay Terry. Used by permission.

Lindsay Terry has been a song historian for more than 40
years, and has written widely on the background of great
hymns and worship songs including the books I Could Sing
of Your Love Forever (2008), from which this piece is
excerpted, and The Sacrifice of Praise (2002).

Church Builders—by Bernard R. DeRemer
Count Zinzendorf: Moravian Leader

Count Nicholas Von Zinzendorf (1700-60), born in
Germany, received care and training from his pietistic
maternal grandmother after the early death of his father. He
also attended Halle school and later studied law at
Wittenberg.

Zinzendorf came under the influence of August
Francke and as a result became deeply interested in and
burdened for foreign missions. He accepted a civil office
under the Saxon government. He married Erdmuthe
Dorothea, and began building his home.

He offered to use his estate, Berthelsdorf, as a home
for religious refugees Moravia and Bohemia (parts of Czech
Republic today), and permitted them to build the village of
Herrnhut there. As a result several hundred persecuted
families found refuge there. They established a religious
community where Zinzendorf became spiritual overseer.
Protestants from various parts of Germany also joined this
settlement.

In 1728 he resigned his official position in the state
and devoted himself fully to religious work and leadership.
He accepted the Augsburg Confession and was ordained a
Lutheran in 1734. When the Lutheran Church of Saxony
opposed him, he formed a separate organization with a
foreign missionary program going to Greenland, the West
Indies, North America, other parts of Europe, and “distant
corners of the earth.”

Zinzendorf wanted to demonstrate practical
application of Pietist ideals, and did not intend to found a
religious organization distinct from the area’s Lutheran
Church, but to create a Christian association, to stir
believers to a true and deep understanding of Christianity
that would awaken “cultural Christians” by pointing them
to the historical Christ and seeking to recapture the spiritual
fervor and practices of the early Church. Their printing-

house at Ebersdorf printed large quantities of inexpensive
Bibles, catechisms, hymnals and religious tracts.

In 1741 he came to St. Thomas in the Caribbean
and to Pennsylvania, becoming one of the few 18th century
European nobles to have actually set foot in the Americas,
to do mission work and attempt to unite Protestant
Christians in the colonies. His visit encouraged the
Moravian missionaries and further spurred the movement.

His last 10 years were said to be “more or less
depressing and unpleasant.” It was difficult to maintain
unity among the Brethren because of their “divergent
backgrounds.” He was a sincere and true pietist whose goal
was heart religion and pure living. His motto: “I have but
one passion: it is He, He only.”

He wrote “Jesus, Thy Blood and Righteousness,”
long the theme song of Dr. Donald Grey Barnhouse’s Bible
Study Hour, and “Jesus, Still Lead On.” Though he was
unorthodox in some of his theology and given somewhat to
emotionalism, his devotion to the cause of Christ is his
lasting legacy.

“Well done, thou good and faithful servant” (Matt.
25:21).

Bernard R. DeRemer chronicled the lives of dozens of
heroes of the faith in more than a decade of writing for
Pulpit Helps Magazine. He continues to serve in this
capacity as a volunteer contributor to Disciple. He lives in
West Liberty, Ohio.

References: Was Who in Church History, by Elgin S.
Moyer, excerpts used by permission of Moody Publishers;
Wikipedia, “Nicolaus Zinzendorf”,
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Nicolaus_Zinzendorf.
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Advancing the Ministries of the Gospel

Christmas in July?
By AMG International Staff

When Spiros Zodhiates asked people to help
provide new shoes at Christmas for orphans under AMG’s
care in war-torn Greece in the late 1940s, he never
imagined what God would do with those simple gifts across
seven decades and five continents.

Those first Christmas gifts became an annual
tradition and later grew into AMG International’s Bundles
of Love ministry. Today, every sponsored child, national
worker, and leprosy patient directly supported through
AMG receives a special above-and-beyond gift each
Christmas. These Bundles include items most needed by
the individuals receiving them, whether school supplies,
clothing, blankets, books, or toys. We also provide copies
of God’s Word to those who do not have one.

The distribution celebrations when our national
staff hand out Bundles of Love are joyful times of
remembering the Gospel story that begins with Christ’s
coming. Many are receiving a Christmas gift for the first
time in their lives—a gift from someone that they may
never have met, but who loves them even so.

Rodné Romeus, AMG’s national director in Haiti,
shares this about last year’s Bundles distribution:
“Christmas time is a very important moment for all the
national workers, the children and the parents. We have to
say that during the Christmas season, the Bundles of Love
play a great role socially and spiritually. Socially, when the
national workers or the children receive a gift from their
sponsors, they feel happy, and spiritually it is an occasion to
compare the gifts they receive with the one given by God.
The children without a father or a mother have the chance
to know that there is someone who is interested in helping,
loving them.”

Yerrabolu, a leprosy patient at AMG’s Valley of
Love ministry in India, writes about the distribution there:
“Our colony is filled with Christmas joy. We are given new
clothes for Christmas. We sing carols in our colony
throughout the night before the Christmas day. On
Christmas Day we attend a special Worship Service and
Praise the Lord Jesus. We shall have a nice love feast for
Christmas and New Year.”

Because these Bundles of Love are not covered by
regular sponsorship gifts, we set aside the month of July
each year to celebrate “Christmas in July” by raising the

funds needed to provide Bundles at the year’s end. This
year, there are two exciting new ways to get involved in
helping AMG spread the word about this distinctive
outreach.

You can contact AMG to receive a foldable
cardboard Bundles of Love bank box. If you do, you can
assemble it and to engage your family in collecting pocket
change throughout the summer and fall. When the box is
full, please send your gift from what you collect to help our
field staff purchase the material they need to fill the
Bundles.

Moreover, we’re excited to announce “Bundles of
Love Sunday” as a new opportunity to get your whole
church or Sunday school class connected to providing gifts
this year. If you would like your church to participate, we’ll
send you a display with information about Bundles of Love
and a batch of bank boxes that families can take home to
fill. Then set a date in the fall to celebrate Bundles Sunday
and have families bring in the money they’ve collected in
their boxes through the year. You can even invite an AMG
staff member to come share in that Sunday’s service and
personally thank your church for their generosity.

Every gift of just $20 provides one Bundle, but
gifts of any amount are welcomed. If you sponsor children
or national workers, please consider a special gift to provide
a Bundle for the children or national workers who mean so
much to your family. What better way to celebrate God’s
gift of His Son at Christmas than to give a gift of love to
those who have so little?

It is never too early to think about Christmas!

To learn more about AMG’s ministries around the world
and how you can celebrate with Bundles of Love, please
visit www.amginternational.org or call 1-800-251-7206.

Advancing the Ministries of the Gospel (AMG)
International is a non-denominational, international
missions agency based in Chattanooga, Tenn. AMG’s
distinctive has always been its reliance on national workers
to carry the Gospel in their own cultures. Today, they
operate ministries in over 40 countries around the world
through partnership with national believers.


http://www.amginternational.org/
http://www.amginternational.org/
http://www.amginternational.org/
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Marks of the Master—»by the Old Scot

Miracles of Birth
Originally published in Pulpit Helps, May 2008.

The totality of gestation and birth is an amazing
process that is literally packed with miracles. (Just because
it happens to everyone doesn’t make it less of a miraculous
process.)

Here are two examples—one involved in the
process of supplying oxygen to the pre-natal baby, and the
other helping the baby transition to breathing on its own.

We know, of course, that while the baby is in the
womb, he receives oxygen from his mother. This breath of
life is transported from the mother’s lungs, through her
blood stream, down to a marvelous membrane, the
placenta. Here, the two bloods—mother’s and child’s—
meet but do not mingle. This is truly a miraculous,
designed process—hbut it is not our topic for today.

Instead, | want to introduce you to two systems
built into the baby’s body which were designed by the
Master Builder to function only once in the baby’s entire
life. Just once. But they must work on that unique
occasion, exactly as designed, if the baby is to grow up
strong and healthy.

The first system consists of a hole in the baby’s
heart, together with flaps of tissue ready to close the hole
at the proper instant. Before birth, some of the oxygen-rich
blood coming from the placenta pours into the right
ventricular chamber of the heart and through the hole into
the left chamber, to be pumped out through the baby’s
arteries to every part of its body.

Just enough blood entering the first (right)
chamber trickles down into the lungs to help them develop
for the tremendous task they will assume as soon as the
baby starts breathing on its own. But immediately after
birth all of the blood entering the right chamber will be
directed down into the lungs, there to pick up a cargo of
precious oxygen, and then back up to the left side of the
heart, and thence out to the arteries.

Obviously “stale” blood returning from the veins
must not be allowed to go directly to the left ventricle,
without passing through the lungs—the hole in the heart
must be closed! And it is. Some mysterious command is
passed to the muscles controlling those waiting flaps, and
they extend and seal the hole. Eventually, new tissue

grows across the opening, and the heart is ready for a
lifetime of operation.

Not all of the pre-natal baby’s blood can go
through the hole between the chambers, so God provides a
short bypass from the first chamber, allowing this oxygen-
rich blood to flow directly into the arterial system.

But the supply of oxygen from the placenta is cut
off in the birth process, so this bypass must be eliminated
quickly. And our Maker has provided for this: A special
muscle surrounds the bypass tube, and when the command
comes—from whence or how nobody knows—this muscle
tightens and the tube is closed, permanently. Eventually,
both tube and muscle will disappear.

The interesting thing is that neither of these
closure mechanisms can be tested or “broken in”
beforehand; and neither is of any use to the body, either
before or after their one-time use. How could they have
developed in an evolutionary process?

No amount of trial-and-error development could
ever have brought about such wonderful systems, in which
lungs are developed against a future need, without any
immediate purpose, and bypasses come equipped with
their own means of self-destruction.

We are, as Psalm 139:14 reminds us, “fearfully
and wonderfully made”—and if our hearts are right, we
will give credit where credit is due: we’ll thank and praise
our God.

If you think about it, He went to a lot of trouble to have us
brought into this world!

The Old Scot (Ted Kyle) served as managing editor for
Pulpit Helps magazine (Disciple’s predecessor
publication) from 1993-2008. He was always fascinated by
the natural world, and readily saw God’s hand in every
detail. Ted went to be with His Creator and Savior in April
2013.

Sources:

“The Wonder of Life and Its Endless Varieties,” in Behind
the Dim Unknown, edited by John Clover Monsma, G. P.
Putnam’s Sons, NY, 1966, pp. 21-23.

Atlas of the Body, Rand McNally, NY, 1976, p. 151.
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Book Review—7/22/13
Recent Releases

Bonhoeffer on the Christian Life: From the Cross,
for the World Stephen J. Nichols, 2013, Crossway,
Wheaton, Ill., ISBN 9781433511882, 208 pages, $17.99,
softcover.

Dietrich Bonhoeffer died a martyr’s death at the
age of 39 but remains one of the most influential and
challenging theologians of our time. His writings teach us
the value of cross-centered theology, and his courageous
actions against the Nazi regime compel us to consider the
cost of discipleship. From Bonhoeffer we learn that the
Christian life is lived both alone and together, and that there
is a stark difference between cheap and costly grace. With
insight, clarity, and wisdom, Stephen Nichols guides us
through the words and deeds of this humble yet heroic
pastor, whose example shows us that the Christian’s life
flows from the cross, for the world.

The 40 Most Influential Christians Who Shaped
What We Believe TodayDaryl Aaron, 2013, Bethany
House, Bloomington, Minn., ISBN 9780764210846, 304
pages, $14.99, softcover.

As the heirs of 2,000 years of the faithfulness of a
great cloud of witnesses, martyrs, missionaries, preachers,
theologians, today’s Christians truly stand on the shoulders
of giants. Far too often, however, we are ignorant of this
heritage and the incredible courage and struggles of our
forefathers that made it possible for us to even hear the
Gospel. Daryl Aaron, a pastor and professor at
Northwestern College in Minnesota, has compiled a helpful
overview of 40 men and women who have most influenced
today’s Church through their words and deeds. Each
chapter gives a brief biography of the subject, discusses
their contributions to theology, and analyzes that impact.
Aaron has profiled many of the “heroes of the faith” here,
but he doesn’t shy away from including figures who
influenced the Church in negative or conflicting ways
either, as he critically engages each author’s work.

The In-Between: Embracing the Tension between
Now and the Next Big Thingleff Goins, 2013, Moody
Publishers, Chicago, ISBN 9780802407245, 176 pages,
$13.99, softcover.

Most of us spend our lives searching and longing
for something more than what is in front of us. Whether it’s
traveling abroad or chasing cheap (or expensive) thrills,
we’re all looking for medicine to satisfy our restlessness.
And, so often, we’re looking in the wrong place. The In-
Between is a call to accept the importance that waiting plays
in our lives. Can we embrace the extraordinary nature of the
ordinary and enjoy the daily mundane-what lies in between
the “major” moments? Goins posits that moments of
breakthrough are not where life’s greatest transformation
happens; the stuff that God uses to shape us often lies in the
in-between. It’s the bus stops and layovers and DMV lines
and moments of unintentional pause that force us to become
better people.

The Pastoés Justification: Applying the Work of
Christ in Your Life and Ministry; Jared C. Wilson,
2013, Crossway, Wheaton, Ill., ISBN 9781433536641, 192
pages, $15.99, softcover.

Ministry can be brutal. Leaders, face
discouragement, frustration, and exhaustion—and many
times we face it alone. Helping pastors to refocus their gaze
on the Gospel, Vermont pastor Jared Wilson offers here
practical insights, real-life anecdotes, and in-your-face truth
related to the ups and downs of pastoral ministry. Honest
yet hopeful, this creative fusion of biblical exposition and
personal confession will help pastors weather the storms of
ministry by rooting their identity in Christ.

Son of David: Seeing Jesus in the Historical Bogks
Nancy Guthrie, 2013, Crossway, Wheaton, Ill., ISBN
9781433536564, 272 pages, $16.99, softcover.

A study of the Old Testament Historical Books—
Joshua through Esther—enables us to see the kingdom of
God not only as it once was, but also as it is now, and as it
will be one day. Over ten weeks of guided study, relevant
teaching, and group discussion, seasoned Bible teacher
Nancy Guthrie traces the history of the people of God from
the time they entered the Promised Land through a series of
failed kings, exile, and finally their return to await the true
King. Readers will see Jesus as the greater Joshua who
leads his people into rest, the greater Boaz who has done all
that is necessary to redeem, the greater King who will sit on
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David’s throne forever, and the greater Restorer who is
building his church from ruined stones.

The Spiritual Danger of Doing GoodPeter Greer with
Anna Haggard, 2013, Bethany House, Bloomington, Minn.,
ISBN 9780764211027, 192 pages, $16.99, softcover.

Most Christians recognize that our faith is more
than simply an intellectual pursuit of the Gospel, we also
want to live it out by serving others. Often, however, our

zeal for service and justice can lead to burnout, pride,
disillusionment, or worse. Peter Greer, CEO of Hope
International, shares a firsthand testimony of how this can
happen and seeks to help readers protect themselves from
the pitfalls that can accompany ministry. Greer shows how
something that starts with the noblest intentions can get off
track when we try to accomplish things in our own strength,
forgetting that we undertake ministry at God’s bidding, in
His time, on His terms, and by His power.

News Update—7/22/13

Gov. Perry Signs Sweeping Abortion Restrictions
in Texas

Texas Gov. Rick Perry signed sweeping new
abortion restrictions on July 18 that could shutter most of
the clinics in the state, Fox News reports.

More than 100 Republican lawmakers attended the
signing ceremony, along with a small band of protesters
dressed in black and holding a sign that read “Shame.” The
legislation had sparked weeks of protests at the state
Capitol.

The new law bans abortions after the 20th week of
pregnancy, dictates when abortion-inducing drugs can be
taken, and also requires abortion clinic doctors to have
hospital admitting privileges and restricts abortions to
surgical centers. Only five of Texas’ 42 abortion clinics
currently meet the new requirements. The law will take
effect in October, and clinics will have a year to upgrade
their facilities or shut down.

Perry said the new law “builds upon our
commitment to protecting life in the state of Texas.” He and
other top Republican politicians in the state made passing
the law a top priority to please supporters before the
primary election in March. They failed to pass the bill last
month on the last day of a special legislative session
because of a Democratic state senator’s lengthy filibuster
and a raucous crowd, but they were successful last week
after Perry called a second special session for that reason.

Religion Today Summaries

Christians in Sudan Face Increased Hostility

Despite a promise by the Sudanese government to
grant its minority Christian population religious freedom,
church leaders there said they are beset by increased
restrictions and hostility in the wake of the South Sudan’s
independence.

In 2011, South Sudan, a mostly Christian region,
split from the predominantly Muslim and Arab north, in a
process strongly supported by the international community
and churches in the West. The two regions had fought a

two-decade long civil war that ended in 2005, following the
signing of the Comprehensive Peace Agreement. The pact
granted the South Sudanese a referendum after a six-year
interim period and independence six months later. In the
referendum, the people of South Sudan chose separation.

But while the separation is praised as good for
political reasons, several churches in Khartoum, the
northern capital, have been destroyed and others closed
down along with affiliated schools and orphanages.
Christians in Sudan are facing increased arrests, detention
and deportation with church-associated centers being raided
and foreign missionaries kicked out, according to the
leaders.

“The situation of Christians and the church is very
difficult at the moment,” said Roman Catholic Auxiliary
Bishop Daniel Adwok of the Khartoum Archdiocese. After
the secession, President Omar al-Bashir promised a country
governed by an Islamic constitution where Islam is the
official religion. On July 7, Bashir declared the constitution
would serve as “a role model for all people who have
aspirations to apply religion in all aspects of their lives.”

Religion Today Summaries

Queen Approves Same-Sex “Marriage” Bill in
England, Wales

England and Wales became the 16th and 17th
countries in the world to recognize gay “marriage” after
Queen Elizabeth Il gave “royal assent” to a same-sex
“marriage” bill.

Under the new law, homosexuals will be able to
join together in civil ceremonies or in church services—
although the bill states that no religious denomination will
be forced to carry out such services.

Cheers, laughter and clapping broke out in the
House of Commons when Speaker John Bercow announced
the bill had been approved.

The bill’s passage saw many angry exchanges. It
had the full support of Prime Minister David Cameron,
despite the consternation of many in his own Conservative
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Party. The leaders of two other main parties, the Liberal
Democrats and New Labour, also backed it. But some
political commentators predict Cameron’s gay-friendly
attitudes will cost him at the next election in 2015.

The Roman Catholic Church fought the bill and the
Bishops’ Conference of England and Wales swiftly issued a
statement of its displeasure: “With this new legislation,
marriage has now become an institution in which openness
to children, and with it the responsibility on fathers and
mothers to remain together to care for children born into
their family unit, are no longer central.”

Religion Today Summaries

Syrian Christian Girls Describe Daily Life of Fear,
Violence

“It’s scary. We hear a lot of bad stories about what
is happening around us. On the streets there are soldiers
everywhere. We see smoke from fighting and hear
bombings all the time.”

Those are the words of Youmna *, 13, a Christian girl who
lives in Damascus, Syria, with her sister Nashita*, 10.

According to the Syrian Observatory for Human
Rights, approximately 100,000 people have been killed in
the civil war between government forces and rebels. The
death total includes 5,000 children under the age of 16. The
conflict began on March 2011.

“One day | was going to school by bus when we
heard a shooting nearby,” says Youmna. “So we all dived
down, hiding under our seats, waiting until the shooting was
over. Another day when we were at school there was an
airplane very close by, threatening to bomb our school. We
all had to go into the basement and stay away from the
glass.”

Nashita adds: “My classmates and I were all very
scared. Kids around me were crying and shouting at the
teachers because they were so afraid. Some called their
fathers crying to them that they wanted to go home.”

Nashita says almost all her friends have left Syria.
“My best friend Lunah* went to Egypt. | miss her so much.
We talk on the phone, but it’s not the same.”

The United Nations office of the Special
Representative of the Secretary General for Children and
Armed Conflict says it has received verified reports “that
Syrian children are Killed or injured in indiscriminate
bombings, shot by snipers, used as human shields or
victims of terror attacks.”

Religion Today Summaries
* Names changed for safety

Marriage Supporters: Court Set Dangerous
Precedent

The U.S. Supreme Court on June 26 essentially
legalized gay marriage in California after ruling that
defenders of Proposition 8, the voter-approved amendment
defining marriage as being between a man and woman, had
no legal standing to defend it. Backers of Prop 8 say the
court has set a dangerous precedent that in effect neutralizes
the will of the people who vote, CBN News reports.

“The definition of marriage should be left to the
people. When the people validly enact a law to limit
marriage to one man and one woman, it should be the
people who decide whether that law should be reversed,”
said attorney Robert Tyler of Advocates for Faith and
Freedom.

Karen Kenney of the San Fernando Valley
Patriots called Wednesday’s ruling a new kind of tyranny in
which the courts advocate social justice over social
structure and social traditions and standards. Brad Dacus,
president of the Pacific Justice Institute, said: “If someone
doesn’t like a proposition that has passed in the state of
California, arguably, all they would have to do, is find one
judge, one federal judge to declare it unconstitutional, and
then to get a wink and nod from the attorney general and
the governor, and it’s over. | think that’s a terrible, terrible
situation to have for the voters—to have their votes count—
and to have their votes respected in a proper system.”

July 21 marked the end of the 25 day window
before the Supreme Court’s ruling became official, so gay
“marriages” may resume in California at any time. If
supporters of Proposition 8 ask for a re-hearing, then gay
marriages may still be barred beyond the 25-day period.

Religion Today Summaries

Sermon Helps—from www.sermonhall.com

Sermon Outlines

Seven Impossible Ministries

Intro.: All the powers and works of Jesus are so numerous
that John writes that, “if they were written in detail, |
suppose that even the world itself would not contain the
books that would be written” (John 21:25). Here are just

seven ministries, impossible for anyone other than Him to
fulfill, that He offers to all mankind.
I. Jesus Took a Human Mother So That Humans Could
Have a Divine Father
A. The mystery of the Virgin Birth (Luke 1:35).
B. God is our Father (John 1:12; Gal. 4:6).
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I1. Jesus Took Our Poverty So That We Could Receive His
Riches

A. Jesus took our poverty (Phil. 2: 5-8).

B. We receive His riches (2 Cor. 8:9; Rom. 8:16).
I11. Jesus Endured Our Temptations So That We Could
Receive a Merciful High Priest

A. He endured temptation (Heb. 4:14-16).

B. We receive mercy (1 John 1:9, 2:2).
IV. Jesus Took Our Sins So That We Could Receive His
Righteousness

A. Jesus took our sins at Calvary (1 Pet. 2:24).

B. He gives His righteousness (Rom.10:3; 2 Cor.

5:21).
V. Jesus Died Our Death So That We Could Receive His
Life without Fear

A. Jesus died our death (Heb.2:14).

B. We receive His life (John 10:10; 1 Cor.15:45).
VI. Jesus Left Physically So That We Could Receive Him
Spiritually

A. Jesus left physically (John 16: 7; Acts 1:9).

B. We receive Jesus spiritually (John 14:16-22).
V1. Jesus knocks at our heart’s door so that we may receive
His fellowship (Rev. 3:20).

R. G. Witty

What Is Your Life?

I. What Life Is Not
A. It is not the abundance of things we can possess
(Luke 12:15ff).
B. It is not “eat, drink and be merry” (Luke 12;
Rom. 14:17).

Il. What Life Really Is
A. In relationship to time, it is brief (James 4:14; 1
Pet. 1:24-25).
B. In relationship to eternity, it should be Christ-
centered: only what’s done for Christ will last
(Matt. 6:33).

Victor Knowles

Illustrations
Talleyrand’s Death-Bed

For nearly half a century Charles Maurice de
Talleyrand, the veteran French diplomat, acted a prominent
part in the affairs of Europe. As the prime minister or
ambassador of the Directory, the Consulate, the Empire, the
Restoration, and the Monarchy of Louis Philippe, he
negotiated the important treaties which determined the
boundaries of empires and fate of kingdoms, and formed
plans which made Napoleon an emperor, and the emperor
an exile.

Such a man’s view of an eventful life of eighty
years furnishes instructive lessons to men who are wasting

the energies of life on political ambition or worldly
aggrandizement. Just before his death, a paper was found on
his table on which he had written, by the light of the lamp,
such lines as these: “Behold eighty-three years passed
away! What cares! What agitation! What anxieties! What
ill-will! What sad complications! And all without other
results, except great fatigue of mind and body, and a
profound sentiment of discouragement with regard to the
future, and disgust with regard to the past!”

Anonymous

Which Direction?

A young man was walking along a country road.
Along came a farmer driving a wagon. Without asking
permission, the young man jumped upon the wagon and
said, “I’m going to ride along with you to Louisville.” The
farmer just looked at him and said nothing. They rode for
ten miles.

The young man began to feel uneasy. He turned to
the farmer and said, ““I say, old pop, how much farther is it
to Louisville?” The farmer replied, “If you keep in the
direction you are going, it is about 25,000 miles, but if you
want to get off and walk back the other way, it is about
sixteen miles--six miles from where you jumped on.”

Sometimes in life we just jump on for a ride
without really finding out where the ride is going to take us.
God has a ride mapped out for us already as we follow His
divine will. Are you going in the right direction?

Anonymous

Bulletin Inserts
On Life
Life is not a problem to be solved, but a gift to be enjoyed.

Joseph P. Dooley
Men generally do not know what to do with this life, yet
want another one which will last forever.

Anatole France

Only those who are ready to die are ready to live.
Grit ruins machinery, but makes men.

Fads come and go but good sense goes on forever.

Experience is something you don’t get until just after you
need it.

We can only change the world by changing men.

One thing you cannot recycle is wasted time.
These six via the Old Union Reminder
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These four from Croft M. Pentz
The best antiques to collect are old friends.

Coincidence is when God chooses to remain anonymous.
We learn more from adversity than from prosperity.

Life is uncharted territory. It reveals its story one moment at
Only God is in a position to look down on people. a time.

If we ask “why”” when things go bad, why don’t we ask A brook would lose its song if God removed the rocks.
“why” when things go well? These three anonymous
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Puzzles and ‘Toons

Church “Toons by Joe McKeever

“YOU CALL YOURSELF AN ITINERANT
MISSION ARY; THE RAILROAD CALLS YOU
A HOBO,; T SUSPECT THE TRUTH ABOUT
YOU LIES SOMEWHERE (N BETWEEN.”
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Answers to last issue’s puzzles:

“INTERESTED IN WHAT THE BIBLE
HAS TO SAY ABOUT PLANTING
SEED AND BEARING FRUIT?

THE PASTOR AT HOME

Father Abraham’s Answers from page 17

1. Moses (Ex. 329.10).

2. Stephen (Acts 6:1-6, 8).

3. Gaius (3 John 3:6).

4. Jabez (1 Chr. 49,10).

5. Jonathan (1 Sam. 14:13,14).

6. Apollos (Acts 18:26-28).

7. John the Baptist (Luke 3:14).

8. Caleb (Josh. 14:6-15; Judg. 1:20).
9. Naboth (1 Kgs. 21:1-14).

10. Lazarus (John 12:10,11).

HIDDEN WISDOM
ACROSTIC #19: ANSWERS

PHILIPPIANS (3:13,14—"T count
not myself to have apprehend-
ed...I press toward the mark for
the prize of the high calling of
God in Jesus Christ.”

A. THRONE

B. PIHAHIROTH
C. HEZRON

D. IMPUGN

E. LUFTWAFFE
F. ISHOD

G. POCKETS

H. POTSHERD
1. IDOLATRY
J. AGGRESSIVE
K. NIMROD

L. STENCH

M. LEAF

N. EJECT

Father Abraham and Hidden Wisdom

By Mark Oshman

Originally published in Pulpit Helps, July 1997

Hidden Wisdom on next page
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Hidden Wisdom: Bible Acrostic #69

by Mark A. Oshman

Solve the acrostic by using the clues to guess the words and by transferring the letter above each number to its appropri-
ate place in the diagram. The result will be a Scripture verse of admonition, comfort. or instruction. Further, the initial
letters of the answers will contain the name of the book from which the verse was taken. Happy solving!

1A | 2N 8K 9[ 11P | 124 136 [ 14~ [ 15

10K 17E 220 | 23F | 24A | 25N 2688 | 278 | 28G

29] | 30D 36P | 37A | 38K | 39B | 401 | 41L 42N | 431 | 440

W
N
T
Vi
o
LVl
FN
N
Vi
Vi
()
o

sen | 59K | 60E | 611 | 62F | 63A 64L | 65¢ | 66H 67G | 68L | 69D

TSR 0 A RLLY Rl 1 7 | 78F | 73R 8OM| 81t | 576 T30

B0E | 87) | 83L | 890 [ 90F | 91G 921 | 93L 9daA | 95P [ 96D | 97G | 98 [ 99C 100K
101L 102N | 1031 104A | 105H | 106 107D ] 108C Y 109) | 110G

A. Snitch

12 37 1041 74 63 04 24 48 79
27 73 39 10 82

B. Governess

C. A prating _shall fall”

D. Both Miriam and Gehazi suffered fromthis . N
10718 58 30 69 5 96

E. New Year's Eve potable

F. An unclean animal (Deut. 14)

G. Diligence

H. A nephew of Abraham

I. A Moabite (1Chr. 11) = N
8 55 6 10392 43

45 87 77 21 15 53 29 10935 6172
70 16 32 84 10038 8 59 49
03 46 10188 64 20 76 34 41 68
80 7 19 10657

10225 14 51 71 42
89 22 44
75 11 65 36 95

]. Direct the movement of

K. “Holy, harmless,

L. No Ephraimite could say it

M. U.S. Jurist, 1777-1864

N. Though it's plenteous, said the Savior, laborers are few
O. British Knighthood (abbrev.)

P. Difficult (colloq)




